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著者は先に，16 世紀後半から 18 世紀初頭のおよそ 1 世紀半にわたる散文
の変遷を概観し，Thomas Lodge の A Treatise of the Plague（1603），Thomas 
DekkerのThe Wonderful Year 1603（1603）およびDaniel DefoeのA Journal of 
the Plague YearとDue Preparations for the Plague, as well for Soul as Body（共に
1722）を対象に，各作品のペスト表象を軸に写実性と規範性の問題を議論し
た．1







えず，Margaret Cavendish によるエッセイ集 Observations upon Experimental 
Philosophy（1666）（以下，Observationsと略記）から，理性あるいは理性的知覚
の強調に関する記述を引用しておこう．
I am not of the opinion, that there can be a universal medicine for 
all diseases, except it be proved that all kinds of diseases whatsoever, 
proceed from one cause; which I am sure can never be done, by reason 
there is as much variety in the causes of diseases, as in the diseases 
themselves. . . . In my opinion, the surest way both in diseases and appli-
cations of remedies, is, to observe the corporeal, figurative motions of 
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both, which are best and surest perceived by the rational perception, be-
cause the sensitive is more apt to be deluded. . . . and natural philosophy 
is the only study that teaches men to know the particular natures, figures 
and motions of the several composed parts of nature, and the rational per-





There have, ’tis true, of late, in many parts of Europe, some Gentlemen met 
together, submitted to Common Laws, and form’d themselves into Academies.  
But it has been, for the most part, to a far different purpose: and most of 
them only aim’d at the smoothing of their Style, and the Language of their 
Country. . . . But that, which excell’d all the other, and kept itself longer un-
tainted from the corruptions of speech, was the French Academy at Paris. . . .
But besides, if we observe well the English Language; we shall find, 
that it seems at this time more then others, to require some such aid, to 
bring it to its last perfection. The Truth is, it has been hitherto a little 
too carelessly handled; and I think, has had less labor spent about its pol-
ishing, then it deserves. 3







They have therefore been most rigorous in putting in execution, 
the only Remedy, that can be found for this extravagance: and that has 
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been, a constant Resolution, to reject all the amplifications, digressions, 
and swellings of style: to return back to the primitive purity, and short-
ness, when men deliver’d so many things, almost in an equal number of 
words.  They have exacted from all their members, a close, naked, natural 
way of speaking; positive expressions; clear senses; a native easiness: 
bringing all things as near the Mathematical plainness, as they can: and 
preferring the language of Artizans, Countrymen, and Merchants, before 




で注目したいのは，“so many things / in an equal number of words”というフ
レーズだが，Spratは別の箇所でも同じ趣旨の主張を繰り返している．
First then I will make no scruple to acquit Experimental Philosophy, 
from having any ill effects, on the usual Arts, whereby we are taught the 
Purity, and Elegance of Languages.  Whatever discoveries shall appear to 
us afresh, out of the hidden things of Nature, the same words, and the 
same waies of Expression will remain.  Or if perhaps by this means, any 
change shall be made herein; it can be only for the better; by supplying 
mens Tongues, with very many new things, to be nam’d, and adorn’d, and 
describ’d in their discourse. 6










── 17 世紀科学革命期を中心に── 11
では文学作品から（ネガティヴな形の反応ではあるが）その確かな証拠に言及









Margaret Cavendish の手になる The Description of a New World, Called The 


























Ⅰ．Of Human Sense and Perception.
2 ．Of Art, and Experimental Philosophy.
3 ．Of Micrography, and of Magnifying and Multiplying Glasses.
4 ．Of the Production of Fire; by Flint and Steel.
7 ．Of the Stings of Nettles and Bees.
8 ．Of the Beard of a Wild-Oat.
9 ．Of the Eyes of Flies.
11．Of the Walking Motions of Flies, and other Creatures.
13．Of Snails and Leeches, and Whether All Animals Have Blood.
16．Of the Providence of Nature; and Some Opinions Concerning Motion.








I cannot well apprehend what Descartes means, by matter being at 
first set amoving by a strong and lively action, and by his extraordinary 
swift rotation or whirling motion about the center; as also by the shavings 
of his ethereal subtle matter which filled up all vacuities and pores, and 
his ethereal globules; . . . But I suppose he conceived, that nature, or the 
God of nature, did produce the world after a mechanical way, and accord-
ing as we see turners, and such kind of artificers work; . . . as I have of-
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ten mentioned, nature has infinite ways of motions, whereof none is prime 
or principal, but self-motion; which is the producer of all the varieties na-
































Lastly, her Majesty had some conferences with the Galenic physi-
cians about several diseases, . . . But the Empress being very desirous to 
know in what manner the plague was propagated and became so conta-
gious, asked, whether it went actually out of one body into another?  To 
which they answered, that it was a great dispute amongst the learned of 
the profession, whether it came by a division and composition of parts; 
that is, by expiration and inspiration; or whether it was caused by imita-
tion: some experimental philosophers, said they, will make us believe, that 
by the help of their microscopes, they have observed the plague to be a 
body of little flies like atoms, which go out of one body into another, 
through the sensitive passages; but the most experienced and wisest of 
our society, have rejected this opinion as a ridiculous fancy, and do for 
the most part believe, that it is caused by an imitation of parts, so that 
the motions of some parts which are sound, do imitate the motions of 
those that are infected, and that by this means, the plague becomes conta-






I have heard, that a gentleman in Italy[=Athanasius Kircher] fancied 
he had so good a microscope, that he could see atoms through it, and 
could also perceive the plague; which he affirmed to be a swarm of living 
animals, as little as atoms, which entered into men’s bodies, through their 
mouths, nostrils, ears, etc. . . . But I am so far from believing that the 
plague should be living animals, as I do not believe it to be a swarm of 
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living atoms flying up and down in the air; 10
William Harveyが，動脈と静脈が一つの循環器を形成していることを解明し






I have enough, said she[=the Empress], of your chopped logic, and will 
hear no more of your syllogisms; for it disorders my reason, and puts my 
brain on the rack; your formal argumentations are able to spoil all natural 
wit; and I’ll have you to consider, that art does not make reason, but rea-
son makes art; and therefore as much as reason is above art, so much is a 
natural rational discourse to be preferred before an artificial: for art is, 
for the most part, irregular, and disorders men’s understandings more 
than it rectifies them, and leads them into a labyrinth whence they’ll never 




















The rest of the inhabitants of that world, were men of several different 
sorts, shapes, figures, dispositions, and humours, as I have already made 
mention heretofore; some were bear-men, some worm-men, some fish- or 
mear-men, otherwise called syrens; some bird-men, some fly-men, some 
ant-men, some geese-men, some spider-men, some lice-men, some fox-men, 
some ape-men, some jackdaw-men, some magpie-men, some parrot-men, 
some satyrs, some giants, and many more, which I cannot all remember; 
and of these several sorts of men, each followed such a profession as was 
most proper for the nature of their species, which the Empress encour-
aged them in, especially those that had applied themselves to the study of 
several arts and sciences; for they were as ingenious and witty in the in-
vention of profitable and useful arts, as we are in our world, nay, more; 
and to that end she erected schools, and founded several societies.  The 
bear-men were to be her experimental philosophers, . . . the satyrs her 
Galenic physicians, . . .  
The Empress was very well satisfied with their answers; and after 
some time, when she thought that her new founded societies of the vertuo-
sos had made a good progress in their several employments, which she had 
put them upon, she caused a convocation first of the bird-men, and com-
manded them to give her a true relation of the two celestial bodies, viz. 


































2 　Margaret Cavendish, Observations upon Experimental Philosophy, ed. Eileen O’Neill 
（Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2001）241-44.
3 　Thomas Sprat, The History of the Royal Society, ed. Jackson I. Cope and Harold 
Whitmore Jones（London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1958）39-42.
4 　Sprat, The History of the Royal Society, 113.
5 　Spratの言語観を検証するに当たっては，王立協会設立に深く関わったもう 1 人




6 　Sprat, The History of the Royal Society, 324.
7 　Robert Hooke, Micrographia（1665）より，画像の一部を掲載しておく．
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
　 　 　 　 　 　 　 　 　 　 　 　 　 　
8 　Cavendish, Observations upon Experimental Philosophy, 74.
9 　Margaret Cavendish, The Blazing World and Other Writings, ed. Kate Lilley 
（Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1992）158-59.
10　Cavendish, Observations upon Experimental Philosophy, 245-46.
11　Cavendish, The Blazing World and Other Writings, 161.
12　Cavendish, The Blazing World and Other Writings, 133-36.
エリザベス朝散文とその後（2）
── 17 世紀科学革命期を中心に── 1
参考文献
Bacon, Francis. The Works of Francis Bacon, Baron of Verulam, Viscount St. Alban, and 
Lord High Chancellor of England.  Ed. James Spedding, Robert Leslie Ellis and 
Douglas Denon Heath.  Vol. 2, Philosophical Works Vol. 2. London: Longmans & 
Co., 1876.  Print.
Cavendish, Margaret. The Blazing World and Other Writings.  Ed. Kate Lilley. 
Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1992.  Print.
―――.  Observations upon Experimental Philosophy.  Ed. Eileen O’Neill.  Cambridge: 
Cambridge UP, 2001.  Print.
Sprat, Thomas.  The History of the Royal Society.  Ed. Jackson I. Cope and Harold 
Whitmore Jones.  London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1958.  Print.
Swift, Jonathan.  Gulliver’s Travels.  Ed. Claude Rawson.  Oxford: Oxford UP, 2005. 
Print.
Barbour, Reid. Deciphering Elizabethan Fiction. Newark: U of Delaware P, 1993.  Print.
Clark, Sandra.  The Elizabethan Pamphleteers: Popular Moralistic Pamphlets 1580-1640. 
Rutherford, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson UP, 1983.  Print.
Davis, Lennard J.  Factual Fictions: The Origins of the English Novel.  New York: 
Columbia UP, 1983.  Print.
Davis, Walter R.  Idea and Act in Elizabethan Fiction.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 
1969.  Print.
Helgerson, Richard.  The Elizabethan Prodigals.  Berkeley: U of California P, 1976. 
Print.
―――.  Forms of Nationhood: The Elizabethan Writing of England.  Chicago: U of 
Chicago P, 1992.  Print.
Hodges, Devon L.  Renaissance Fictions of Anatomy.  Amherst: U of Massachusetts P, 
1985.  Print.
Jones, Richard F.  The Triumph of the English Language: A Survey of Opinions      
Concerning the Vernacular from the Introduction of Printing to the Restoration. 
London: Oxford UP, 1953.  Print.
Keller, Evelyn Fox.  Reflections on Gender and Science.  New Haven: Yale UP, 1985. 
Print.
Kinney, Arthur F.  Humanist Poetics: Thought, Rhetoric, and Fiction in Sixteenth-Century 
England.  Amherst: U of Massachusetts P, 1986.  Print.
Krapp, G. Philip.  The Rise of English Literary Prose.  New York: Oxford UP, 1915. 
Print.
Logan, G. M. and Gordon Teskey, eds. Unfolded Tales: Essays on Renaissance Romance. 
Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1989.  Print.
Margolies, David.  Novel and Society in Elizabethan England.  London: Croom Helm, 
1985.  Print.
Mueller, Janel M.  The Native Tongue and the Word: Developments in English Prose Style, 
1380-1580.  Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1984.  Print.
Newcomb, Lori H.  Reading Popular Romance in Early Modern England.  New York: 
Columbia UP, 2002.  Print.
佐　野　隆　弥20
Relihan, Constance C.  Fashioning Authority: The Development of Elizabethan Novelistic 
Discourse.  Kent, OH: Kent State UP, 1994.  Print.
Salzman, Paul. English Prose Fiction, 1558-1700: A Critical History.  Oxford: Clarendon 
P, 1985.  Print.
Schlauch, Margaret.  Antecedents of the English Novel 1400-1600 : From Chaucer To 
Deloney.  London: Oxford UP, 1963.  Print.
Totaro, Rebecca, ed. The Plague in Print: Essential Elizabethan Sources, 1558-1603.
Pittsburgh, PA: Duquesne UP, 2010.  Print.
――― and Ernest B. Gilman, eds. Representing the Plague in Early Modern England. 
New York: Routledge, 2011.  Print.
―――.  Suffering in Paradise: The Bubonic Plague in English Literature from More to 
Milton.  Pittsburgh, PA: Duquesne UP, 2005.  Print.
エリザベス朝散文とその後（2）
── 17 世紀科学革命期を中心に── 21
